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2019 was a big year in the history of Holbrook's Arkwright Village Hall -
the year the Hall Refurbishment Project was completed and the
revitalised Hall was opened for the benefit of all of us in Holbrook!

This event contrasted sharply with the situation in July 2016 when the
Trustees had to report to the AGM that their applications for grants to
supplement the Trust's funds had proved unsuccessful and there
remained a shortfall of about £300,000 from the amount needed to build
the new Hall for which planning permission had been obtained. Your
Trustees were then tasked with investigating the possibilities of
maintaining and improving the present hall using available resources.

Your Trustees can now report that this Hall Refurbishment Project has
been successfully completed and we can look forward to providing our
existing users with better facilities than they were used to in the past and
attracting new users to make full use of our fine refurbished Hall.

The most obvious final touch has been the treatment of the floor in the
Main Hall. Our contractors did a very thorough and professional job.
Everyone who has seen and used the refurbished floor have remarked
on how much it has added to the quality atmosphere of the Main Hall.

Other finishing touches in the pipeline include a roller shutter between
the kitchen and the Main Hall, roller blinds for the windows and new
notice boards. The new notice boards are magnetic in order to avoid the
danger of sharp pins, especially in the rooms used by our young people.

Existing activities have begun to revive in our refurbished Hall and new
activities have begun to take place, including more children's parties,
which are just the kind of events which benefit Holbrook's children and
parents most. Also, following their popularity at the Hall launch event,
the film shows organised by Malcolm Rhodes using the Hall's new
audiovisual equipment have become "Holbrook Community Cinema"
and are becoming a regular spot in the Hall's calendar.


