
Belper Safer Neighbourhood Officers working with 
a local speed watch group as part of their 
speeding vehicles campaign.

Holbrook Neighbourhood Watch Spring 2022.

Looking out of the Police Office window here at Babington Hospital, the sun is shining, the daffodils 
are now in bloom, and it is once again time to write a piece for the Holbrook Neighbourhood Watch 
and Parish magazine. As I sit down to write this I am reflecting on where we were last spring, we 
were still very much in the grip of the Covid pandemic. As me and my colleagues all just share the 
one room. I wrote the article last year wearing a face mask, how different it feels to be back with 
normality, yet as we regain our freedoms from the pandemic new worries replace them. The very 
freedoms which we take for granted are under attack in the Ukraine. 

As usual I have been out and about in the village and in 
December, I was fortunate to be able to assist in the annual
carol service at St Michael’s at which I was pleased to be 
asked to read one of the lesson’s during the nine lessons 
and carols. I would like to thank the congregation for 
making me feel so welcome. Since I wrote my last 
newsletter there has been the following crimes reported 
between November 21 to February 22. Eight have been 
reported in total however there is no pattern as none are 
linked. There has been one public order matter between 

neighbours, another between family members, two thefts, one from a vehicle and another from 
outbuildings, a road rage incident between drivers, Damage to the wing mirror of a vehicle, 
malicious communications between two parties on Tiktoc and an argument which turned unpleasant
between two walkers after an issue with their respective dogs.

In my last newsletter I mentioned door to door salespeople, what was a steady flow has now 
become a bit of a flood. We are suffering a plague with such individuals throughout Holbrook and 
the wider Belper area and whilst it is not an offence to canvas at the door it is often unwelcomed. 
There have been several reports of these salespeople being very persistent even to the point of 
wedging the door open with their foot. I will re-iterate my advice from the last newsletter if you 
think you have one of these people at your door (Look for that large holdall that they will have slung 
across their shoulders) do not answer the door, if you must speak to them do it a window upstairs if 
possible and if they will not leave call the police. This will usually result in some parting abuse as they
walk away. Whilst unpleasant it is better than finding yourself down some £50 for two tea towels. 

Finally, we have recently been running a campaign regarding speeding vehicles across the Safer 
Neighbourhood area during the last couple of months. One of the areas that was selected was 
Alfreton Road down at Coxbench, we have been down there on a couple of Saturday afternoons as 
local residents told us that it was used by ‘boy racers’ and their vehicles.

Mark Worrall
PCSO Belper Safer Neighbourhood Team.


